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The motion Motion S4M-15573 tabled for debate in the Scottish Parliament this week declares that ‘Israel needs cultural bridges, not boycotts’, but should we not be considering the needs of an illegally occupied people rather than the needs of the occupier?   Palestinian artists and academics made a call to the “international community to comprehensively and consistently boycott all Israeli academic and cultural institutions as a contribution to the struggle to end Israel's occupation, colonisation and system of apartheid”. The situation in Israel/Palestine is not the result of ‘lack of understanding’, in fact Palestinians understand very well the nature of Israel’s occupation and colonisation – home 

demolitions, expulsions, imprisonment without due process, torture, theft of land and water resources, no freedom of movement, siege, mass killing by the 4th largest army in the world… This is the reality for Palestinians, worsening daily, and it is the lack of any effective action on the part of international agencies and states to stop Israel's crimes that led to over 170 Palestinian civil society organisations calling in 2005 for their counterparts internationally to take action in the form of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS). 

BDS - the 2005 call from Palestinians civil society 
We, representatives of Palestinian civil society, call upon international civil society organisations and people of conscience all over the world to impose broad boycotts and implement divestment initiatives against Israel similar to those applied to South Africa in the apartheid era. We appeal to you to pressure your respective states to impose embargoes and sanctions against Israel. We also invite conscientious Israelis to support this Call, for the sake of justice and genuine peace. 
1. Ending its occupation and colonisation of all Arab lands and dismantling the Wall. 2. Recognising the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full equality. 3. Respecting, protecting and promoting the rights of Palestinian refugees to return to their homes and properties as stipulated in UN resolution 194. 

Israel needs cultural bridges not boycotts? 
 

Q: What is the Centre for Scotland and Israel Relations? A: Israeli Government representative in Scotland 
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• In 1987, Israeli authorities closed the cinema in East Jerusalem, the theatre remained closed until Palestinians reopened it in February 2012. • In 2002, Israel prevented Palestinian poets Zakaria Mohammed and Ghassan Zaqtan from traveling to Ireland to read their work. • In 2002, Israeli soldiers in Bethlehem, vandalised a theatre and destroyed equipment. • In May 2009, Israeli soldiers prevented the opening of the Palestine Festival of Literature in Jerusalem. • In 2009, the Israeli authorities banned numerous Palestinian cultural and educational events 

scheduled to celebrate the declaration of Jerusalem as the capital of Arab culture for that year. • In 2009, Israeli security forces placed Jaffa-based Palestinian theatre worker Samieh Jabbarin under house arrest for 10 months for his political activism, only freeing him after an extensive public campaign. • In April 2011, the venue hosting the final event of that year’s festival was 

attacked with tear gas by the Israeli army. • In summer 2011, Israeli commandos assaulted the Freedom Theatre in occupied Jenin, arresting several of its members. • On June 6, 2012, Nabil Al Ra’ee, the Artistic Director of the Jenin Freedom Theatre was taken from his home and detained by the Israeli army, who refused to tell his wife where they took him or why he was being detained. 

 

 

By promoting and sometimes funding artists to travel abroad the Israeli government requires them to act as ambassadors for the apartheid regime; to sign a contract binding artists to speak positively about Israel; and crucially to never disclose the details of the contract. In 2009, Arye Mekel of the Israeli Foreign Ministry, said "We will send well-known novelists and writers overseas, theatre companies, exhibits. This way you show Israel's prettier face, so we are not thought of purely in the context of war." Miri Regev, Israeli Culture Minister in June 2015 made clear that funding to arts companies who are not in support of Israel would be cut. Her comments followed the decision to 

freeze the funds of the only Palestinian theatre company in Israel as one of its productions was ‘political’.  “…all the artists who spoke to Haaretz said the BDS protests were aimed solely at works or troupes supported by the Israeli government, not at Israeli creators and actors specifically.” Haaretz 27 August 2015 

Israel’s attack on 
Palestinian culture 

‘Brand Israel’ 
 

What about Palestinian cultural life?  The Palestine Festival of Literature opened to a full house at Ramallah's Ottoman Court and a simultaneous launch was held in Gaza.  May 2015 

During the fight against apartheid South Africa, the white supremacist regime's supporters relied upon their friends in London and Washington to fight the boycott movement. Today we see the same rallying calls being issued from Tel Aviv and once again being answered by their Tory supporters. 

CONTACT 
SCOTTISH PALESTINE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN 
WWW.SCOTTISHPSC.ORG.UK CAMPAIGN@SCOTTISHPSC.ORG.UK  


